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19 August 2021  
  
  
Ad Clerum  
  
Dear sisters and brothers   
  
General Synod Family Violence Working Group full research reports now available  
  
In June this year, the General Synod Family Violence Working Group released its preliminary research reports 
into the prevalence of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) amongst Anglicans in Australia. The results were 
challenging, revealing that the prevalence of IPV among Anglicans was equal to or higher than among the 
wider public.   
  
Last week, representatives from 17 dioceses around Australia met with members of the Working Group and 
the Primate to hear from the researchers, and to explore the reports in greater detail. There was also an 
opportunity for attendees to share responses from around the Anglican Church of Australia, and to exchange 
resources and programs designed to assist churches in their effective response to IPV.  
  
This week the Working Group has made the full research reports available, along with a set of Ten 
Commitments for Preventing and Responding to Domestic and Family Violence. I attach the media release 
from the General Secretary of the ACA to this Ad Clerum.    
  
I commend the reports and the Ten Commitments to you. They are available from the Working Group’s 
webpage https://anglican.org.au/our-work/family-violence/   
  
The detailed reports are difficult reading and highlight both the places where we have fallen short, and the 
ways in which the church has been a place of life and hope for victim-survivors of IPV. The Ten Commitments 
provide strategies by which dioceses and parishes can prevent, intervene and respond to domestic and 
family violence and abuse.   
  
I encourage you to read the Ten Commitments and to consider how your parish or faith community can 
engage with the strategies.   
  
The ACSQ’s Domestic and Family Violence Working Group continues to develop resources to assist you with 
this work. There are also resources hosted on the PMC’s Faithful+Effective website 
https://www.faithfulandeffective.com/healthy-churches/resources/domestic-and-family-violence/   
  
This is important work that belongs to all of us. It falls within the Anglican Mark of Mission “to transform 
unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation”. As we 
begin this work together, we continue to pray for all who are impacted by domestic and family violence and 
abuse, especially those within our Anglican faith communities.  
  
  

God who brings new shoots from old stumps  
flesh and breath from dry bones  
and goodness from chaos:  

https://anglican.org.au/our-work/family-violence/
https://www.faithfulandeffective.com/healthy-churches/resources/domestic-and-family-violence/


we pray for members of our community  
whose lives are limited by the effects of family violence and abuse.  
Make us people of deep listening, of courageous conflict  
and commitment to the ways of healing and reconciliation,  
that our communities might be places  
where love and peace prevail  
and even the least of us belong.  
We pray this through Jesus who journeyed through death to life  
that we might do the same. Amen.  

  
(Prayer for Domestic Violence Prevention Month, from the ACSQ Domestic and Family Violence Working 
Group)  
  
Yours in Christ   

   
The Most Reverend Dr Phillip Aspinall AC   
Archbishop of Brisbane  
  

 


