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9 June 2021  
  
  
Ad Clerum  
  
Dear sisters and brothers   
  
Release of National Anglican Family Violence Research Report (Top Line Results)  
  
The General Synod Standing Committee has today released a report on the prevalence and causes of 
Intimate Partner Violence (‘IVP’) in the Anglican Church and in the wider community.   
  
It is expected that coverage of this report will appear in The Australian and other media outlets.   
  
The National Anglican Family Violence Research Report defines IVP as:  
  

behaviour within an intimate relationship that causes physical, sexual or psychological harm, including 
physical aggression, sexual coercion, psychological abuse and controlling behaviours.  

  
The research, commissioned by the Anglican Church and conducted by NCLS Research, produced 28 top line 
findings, which included:  
  

• The prevalence of IPV among Anglicans was the same or higher than in the wider Australian    
community.  

• Women were much more likely than men to have experienced IPV.  
• Most Anglican victims of IPV did not seek help from Anglican Churches, but for those that did most 

reported that it positively changed the situation or helped them feel supported.  
• Clergy and lay leaders were well-informed about breadth of IPV and understood that it was more 

men who commit violence.  
• Most clergy felt that having women on the pastoral team equips the Church to better respond to 

IPV.  
• Clergy confidence in their personal capacity to respond to IPV was low to moderate.  
• Perpetrators’ misuse Christian teachings and positional power.  

  
“All Anglicans will feel deep sadness over these results,” the Primate, the Most Reverend Geoffrey Smith 
said. “But armed with this data we can develop a better response to protect those within our church 
communities from domestic violence.”  
  
The Convenor of the Anglican Church of Australia’s Family Violence Working Group, Reverend Tracy  
Lauersen said the Church has deliberately taken the lead on a broader societal issue.   
  
“There is positive work being done by dioceses across the country, but as this research demonstrates  
there are gaps which we are committed to addressing,” Reverend Lauersen said.  
  
“We are forever grateful to those that took part in our research project, from members of the Clergy and lay 
leaders to survivors and victims across the country, for they are helping to drive change in the Anglican 
Church and, we hope, more broadly across Australia” she said.   
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In response to the research findings, the Anglican Church has developed and endorsed ‘10  
Commitments’ to improve the way IPV is addressed within our faith communities. They are focused 
on cultural change, education, training and support.  
  
I highly recommend that you study the National Anglican Family Violence Research Report (it is currently 
released in summary form as the ‘Top Line Results’) as well as studying the ‘Ten Commitments for Prevention 
and Response to Domestic and Family Violence in the Anglican Church of Australia’ endorsed by General 
Synod Standing Committee.   
  
Both the Top Line Report and the Ten Commitments are attached to this Ad Clerum.   
  
As you would be aware our Brisbane Diocesan Domestic and Family Violence Working Group chaired by the 
Reverend Gillian Moses have been very active in raising awareness of the prevalence of family violence, as 
has the Queensland Churches Together Joint Churches Domestic Violence Prevention Project.  
  
Throughout the last month many of our parishes have also been using the ‘Love Should Never Hurt’ Bible 
Study series which seeks to raise our awareness of domestic and family violence, its causes and prevention.  
  
In addition, our Diocesan news site, Anglican Focus, has also commenced a series of articles on domestic and 
family violence, with three items published so far, including features written by The Rev’d Gillian Moses and 
The Rev’d Ann Edwards.  
  
I thank the General Synod Domestic and Family Violence Working Group and our Diocesan Domestic and 
Family Violence Working Group for their initiative in raising our awareness of domestic and family violence, 
its causes and prevention, and I invite you to join me in praying for those impacted:  
  

God who brings new shoots from old stumps  
flesh and breath from dry bones  
and goodness from chaos:  
we pray for members of our community  
whose lives are limited by the effects of family violence and abuse.  
Make us people of deep listening, of courageous conflict  
and commitment to the ways of healing and reconciliation,  
that our communities might be places  
where love and peace prevail  
and even the least of us belong.  
We pray this through Jesus who journeyed through death to life   
that we might do the same. Amen.  

 

Yours in Christ 

 
The Most Reverend Dr Phillip Aspinall 
Archbishop of Brisbane 
 
 
 
 
 


